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fields) are found, which show how much greater the
rainfall must have been formerly. The statements
In the Tasht about the glorious regime of the Kayani
Kings are corroborated " by the mighty cities of the
dead which crows Seistan ". The formation of the
three great inlets of water, which the Yasht emphasises,
is very probably connected with the enlargement and
higher level of the Caspian Sea in the early his-
toric age. Various geographical authorities speak of
the higher level of the Caspian Sea in earlier ages and
of its larger size. According to Humboldt. even up
to the Middle Ages " the Scythian gulf of the Caspian
was much more extended to the East than in our
day." Such changes in the relative size of the gulfs
of the Caspian Sea explain the statement in the Yasht
about formation of lakes and inlets of the Sea.
The suspicion expressed in the Zamyad Yasht,
that the drying up of rivers was the malicious act of
Turanians can also be accounted for on historical
ground. As the East of Iran was going through the
process of desiccation and progressive aridity, the agri-
cultural population, so far as it was mobile, had to be-
take itself either towards the western portions of Iran
or towards the Indian frontier. At the same time, the
.-gap thus formed was filled by the northern invaders
from Turan. Thus, an association of ideas was formed
in the mind of the Iranian between the process of
expanding aridity and the Turanian race (of. Eick-
fitedt, op. rit. p. 173). Even in the earliest period,
recession of the AraJo- Caspian waters waa